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/N AND OUT OF BOOKS 



By LEWIS NICHOLS 

Best Seller 

Over on the best seller list today, as it was 
last week, is a most unlikely sounding title, 
even for that often unlikely conglomeration ol 
books. It is “Bow to Avoid Probate,” by Nor- 
man F. Dacey, and now published by Crown. 
Its history is just about as unlikely as the title. 

Mr. Dacey is an estate planner of Bridge- 
port, Conn. His thesis is that probate courts, 
or surrogate courts — the same thing bears dif- 
ferent names — can eat great chunks from es- 
tates. The book is his explanation of how to 
avoid this bite. Last summer, he wrote up the 
how, began to distribute a little pamphlet to 
clients, immediately was accused by the legal 
profession of practicing law without a license. 
Figuring that writing a book wouldn’t be prac- 
ticing law, he expanded the pamphlet, put in 
some suggested forms of wills and the like and 
had a local printer run off 10,000 copies with 
paper cover. Mr. Dacey took copies to Bridge- 
port and New Haven stores, where they disap- 
peared like snows in June. On a visit to New 
Tork he dropped off a few copies at Brentaiio’s, 




where they disappeared ditto. Various New 
York publishers telephoned Bridgeport wishing 
the trade rights; Nat Wartels of Crown was 
the most persuasive and so got the rights. Mr. 
Dacey had' imagined his 10,000 copies would 
last two or three years, and would mostly be 
distributed through his office, but there now 
are 100,000 copies in print. He wrote a 1963 
book on “What’s -Wrong with Your Life In- 
surance,” published by Macmillan, now is at 
work on a new one, “How to Pick a Mutual 
Fund.” 

Origin, Ph.D. 

Another book with somewhat unusual back- 



' ground will be coming from Viking at the end 
of June. It is called “Inquest: The Warren Com- 
mission and the Establishment of Truth,” and 
is the work of Edward Jay Epstein. Mr. Epstein 
is a 31-year-old New Yorker, who studied docu- 
mentary. films at Cornell, moved on to the 
Program in Government at Harvard. Needing 
a doctoral thesis, he settled on the Warren 
Commission’s report on the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Part of it found its way 
to an editor at Viking — and Mr. Epstein lost his 
thesis but had a book. The author wouldn’t dis- 
cuss it pending publication — “it may be dull, 
let’s wait and see.” Richard H. Rovere, author 
and The New Yorker’s Washington man, has. 
written an introduction. 
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Comic Book 

Most popular of the current gimmick books — 
those little jobs you see at the place of honor 
near the checkout counters of paperback stores 
— is a dollar number (100,000 copies in print), 
“The Great Society Comic Book.” In the style 
of Superman, Batman, Pop Art and What-have- 
you, this recounts various vicissitudes of one 
Super LBJ, his family, his French chef, his 
relationship to people named Bobman and 
Teddy and unmistakably a couple of Senators 
from different states but of the same family. 
The author of the words to all this is D. J. 
Ameson, who is Comic Book Editor at Dell; 
■the artist is Tony Tallarico, a free-lance. The 
^publishers are a firm called Parallax, working 
in association with Pocket Books. One of the 
most recent books published by Parallax, this 
in association with Grove Press, was “The Auto- 
biography of Malcolm X,” which gives you a 
pretty good idea of what a publisher’s range 
can be sometimes. 

Essay 

One of the more engaging literary contests 
is the one held each year by New York’s Police 
Athletic League for its members, age seven 
through eighteen. The awards are not the 
$210,000 recently offered by the Putnam com- 
bine — this went begging — tout in P.A.L. circles 
a $100 Savings Bond looms just as large. This 
spring's contest, judged by Margaret Cousins, 
J. Donald Adams and August Heckscher, was 
on the topic. “Why I Read Books,” and it at- 
tracted a record number of entrants, more than 
500. Winner of the bond — -books went to win- 
ners in various age categories — was Mary Ellen 
Sands, 16, of 3736 Tenth Avenue, New York. 



,Her essay: . . 

“l am as richas the books ; I choose to read. 
In a sense, my passport to far-away places 
through reading is a two-by-four library card. 
Once you step across the threshold of a library, 
an adventure befitting the bravest explorer can 
be yours within minutes of opening a book. I 
can be alone but hgyer will be lonely when I 
can enjoy a book, ^ fascinating thought, that 
through reading I pan share the life of any 
famous person I wish. In daily life, I could not 
possibly meet these people but while reading 
I become their companion, even their confidant. 
Though my purse is lean, I need never worry 
for I am able to travel the length and breadth of 
the world and owe no man. These are the 
riches and treasures I gain from reading, an 
Aladdin’s Lamp of my very own.” 

Publishers' Row 

A few days ago. Bantam published a swiftly 
assembled “How To Score High on Tour Selec- 
tive Service Deferment Test"— this to aid stu- 
dents about to take the college qualification 
tests offered by Selective Service. Bantam has 
both ends covered. An earlier book, "The Stu- 
dent’s Guide to Military Service," tells how 
to make the best of it if not deferred. . . . G. 
Mennen Williams is writing a book based on 
his experiences as Under Secretary of State 
for African Affairs. With working title of 
“African Memoir,” it is to be published by Dial 
in the' autumn. . . . The Syracuse Public Li- 
brary’s 50th anniversary edition of the “Gold 
Star List of American Fiction” is out. Novels 
published in 1964 and 1965 — things like "Her- 
zog” and “Up the Down Staircase”— have been 
included. There is an index of fiction of various 
periods and upon various subjects down the his- 
tory of this country. Copies are on sale at the 
Library at $1.75 each. . . . Brandeis University 
will give out its Creative Arts Awards tonight 
at the Pierre, awards in the theater, music, 
literature,, etc,' and the 10th in the program. 




